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Well Baby Initiative

 CARS data 58.6% increase between 2010 and 2014 in 

the percentage of women identifying "heroin" as the 

major problem they wanted to address in substance 

use disorder treatment. 

 Opioid use is strongly correlated to Neonatal 

Abstinence Syndrome (NAS). 

 The Wisconsin Hospital Inpatient Data System shows a 

58% increase between 2008 and 2012 in the rate of 

infants diagnosed with NAS.

 Reluctance to seek care.

 Coordinated community response.



Well Baby Initiative- WCHSA
Some consideration for complementary services may be the 

following:

1. Allow NAS to be an automatic qualifier for Birth to Three;

2. Embed screening brief intervention and referral to treatment 

(SBIRT) into the prenatal care coordination (PNCC) benefit as a 

standard of care;

3. Expand the PNCC educational component to the entire family 

(as defined by the pregnant woman);

4. Vermont’s Charm Model;

5. Consider incorporation of pain management clinics into 

treatment centers;

6. Develop a Harm Reduction model of care;

7. Utilize parent peers to assist in engagement and follow-through; 

and,

8. Expand Family Drug Treatment Courts statewide.





Well Baby Initiative- Messages

 The importance of Factual information

 Causal become murky

 No method to untangle the maternal environmental 

factors

 Healthy Neonatal Environment

 Cannot Shame, Blame, or Legislate a woman into 

Sobriety

 We do not have all the answers

 Meet a woman where she and/or her child are at

 Community is where we will have the greatest impact



Well Baby Initiative- Objectives

 Better Understanding of Current and Proposed Initiatives

 Agree to Start with a Welcoming and Compassionate 

Approach

 Remain Cognizant Egregious Maternal Substance Use 

Does Occur

 Focus on Safety and Well-Being for Mother/Child/Family 

as a Unit

 Courageous Conversations Across our Continuum of 

Care


